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RAILFEST WELCOMES TWO FAMOUS LOCOMOTIVES VISITING THE GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS RAILROAD
Railfest 2007 will host two famous locomotives.  Southern Railway’s famous diesel locomotive #6133 will be visiting from the NC Transportation Museum.  The Flagg Coal Car #75 steam engine will be returning again this year.  Both will be carrying passengers during the three day event, September 14th  through September 16th .
The #6133 was built in 1950 by the Electro-Motive Division of General Motors.  This FP-7, even though operated by the Southern Railway, was the property of the CNO&TP (Cincinnati, New Orleans & Texas Pacific).  The FP designation meant the locomotive could be used for passenger or freight trains, by the use of a 567-B 16 cylinder prime mover, which generated 1500 horsepower.  These were F-7 freight locomotives with a steam generator at the rear of the locomotive that increased the body length by four feet.  These locomotives were used on small branch-line passenger trains throughout the Southern Railway System.  With the decrease in passenger train travel, there were very few of the FP-7s left on Southern’s roster by the late 1970s.  The 5 – 8 left were used for excursion trains as part of the Steam Program, which began in 1966.  The #6133 was donated to the NC Transportation Museum in 1980.  Museum volunteers restored the engine to its original green/imitation aluminum paint scheme; and in 2006 another mechanical and paint restoration was performed by the Ohio Central Railroad.
Returning this year will be the Flagg Coal Car #75.  The 0-4-0 Saddle Tank Engine was built in December 1930 by Vulcan Iron works.  It was the #2 engine for the Flagg Coal Company Pennsylvania where it was used as a switch engine.  In 1935 the Solvay Process, Jamesville, NY purchased it and renumbered it 75. The #75 was used to push 4-wheel hopper car steam shovel to the rock quarry crusher.  In the early 1950s the Solvay Process Company disbanded the railroad operation for trucking and in 1953 the #75 and twelve other locomotives were sold to Dr. Groman for his planned Rail City Museum in Sandy Pond, NY.  In 1991 John and Byron Gramling purchased the engine, planning to restore it to its operating condition.  They disassembled #75 and moved it to their shop in Ashley, Indiana and over the course of the next ten years returned it to service.  In 2002 John and Byron loaned Flagg Coal Car #75 to the Steam Railroading Institute so it could be used for demonstrations and to power steam excursion.
These two locomotives will bring a lot of excitement and railroad memorabilia to Railfest this year.  Make plans now to visit the Great Smoky Mountains Railroad during Railfest, so you will not miss a moment of railroading today and days gone by.
Make a call to 800-872-4681 or log onto www.gsmr.com for more information and reservations.
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